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The Beachwood City 
School District has a 
Performance Index score 
of 108.8 - the highest in 
the district’s history - on 
the Ohio Department of 
Education’s preliminary 
data for district report 
cards for Ohio’s public 
schools.

This score places 
Beachwood in a tie for 
17th place among Ohio’s 611 districts, and 
reflects a significant jump from last year’s 
107.4 index, which ranked 28th in the 
state. Beachwood ranked fourth among 
Cuyahoga County’s 31 school districts.

This marks the 13th consecutive year that 
Beachwood Schools has been rated 
“Excellent” or better on the state report 
card, a feat held by fewer than 4 percent 
of Ohio’s schools. Beachwood achieved 
all 26 of the state indicators, and scored 
above 90 percent in 25 of 26 indicators. 
The district and each of its buildings met 
Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) for all 
subgroups.

“We are very proud of the academic 
achievement of Beachwood’s students,” 
says Beachwood Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Richard A. Markwardt. “Thank you to 
you - their families - and to their teachers 
who helped them to achieve at this level.”

108.8 Performance Index is 
Beachwood’s Highest Ever

Beachwood Middle School’s 
Academic Challenge team 
defeated Hawken School in the 
championship match to win 
the middle school (grades 6-9) 
Flourish Academic “Rise” quiz 
bowl tournament, held at 
Hawken School in October.

Beachwood defeated Hawken 
in the championship match 
375 to 235, and also had the 
high score for the day in the 
“Synergy” round, during which 
teams work together to 
accurately answer 20 questions 
in two and a half minutes.

The competition emphasizes 
speed, accuracy, depth of understanding, and teamwork. Teams compete for points by 
answering questions covering such topics as math, science, literature, geography, history 
and current events. Just formed last winter by BMS teacher Patrice Messer, BMS’s Academic 
Challenge team has 11 members. Two Beachwood teams competed at this competition.

Pictured is Beachwood’s winning team of 8th graders, from the left: Chandler Kitson, Sean 
Waxman-Lenz, Daniel Leskov, Swathi Srinivasan, and Yuke Zheng.

BMS Academic Challenge Team Wins Quiz Bowl

Students Conduct 
Mock Elections

President Barack Obama carried all 
four Beachwood schools over former 
Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney 
during mock presidential elections 
last month. Elementary students 
learned about the elections process 
and the responsibility of voting. 
Second graders conducted the 
election at Bryden with traditional 
ballots, while fifth graders at Hilltop 
implemented online voting. The 
Beachcomber newspaper staff 
conducted voting at BHS. Pictured, 
second graders Ashlynn Daniel and 
Lindsey Wang patrol the ballot box 
at Bryden, while fifth grader William 
Friedrich helps third grader Gabe 
Connor to vote online.

Visit us at 
www.beachwoodschools.org

      www.facebook.com/BeachwoodBison
      www.twitter.com/BeachwoodBison

(216) 464-2600



Beachwood High School’s varsity boys soccer team had a perfect 7-0 record in winning the 
Chagrin Valley Conference Valley Division championship. The Bison finished the season with 
a record of 13-4-2, and tied the school record for wins. From the left, front row: Jonah Yulish, 
Zach Sperling, Brock Hersch, Dean Granot, Bagatore Askaryan, Max Babbush, Joonyoung 
Lee; Middle row: Coach Greene, Chris Amoddio, David Tabachnik, Julian Caputo, Dillon 
Krantz, Karan Gill, Andrew Hartstein, Nick Albaugh, Wooyoung Lee; Back row: David Roth, 
Sam Ducoff, Michael Dreka, Gordon Hong, Robbie Kaufman, Jared Goldhamer, Jeremy 
Ducoff, Coach Burwell

Boys Soccer Team Wins CVC Division Championship
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Recent re-issuing of 
bonds that funded 
the construction of 
Beachwood Middle 
School back in 2002 
will save Beachwood 
taxpayers $225,802.

The district repaid 
bonds for the years 
2013 through 2016 

in the amount of $3.26 million, then resold 
the bonds at lower interest rates on Oct. 31, 
2012. The interest rates on the original 
bonds were as high as 4.4 percent. New 
bonds were sold with interest rates as low 
as 1 percent, resulting in net present value 
interest savings that are expected to total 
approximately $226,000.

The lower interest rates were made possible 
by the district’s Aaa credit rating, Moody’s 
highest possible rating, and market 
conditions - interest rates are at an all-time 
low. Moody’s cited the community’s voter 
history of passing its levies, sound financial 
operations, and relatively low debt levels 
and high fund balances as support for the 
Aaa rating. Beachwood is one of just eight 
school districts in Ohio with this rating.

“Beachwood Schools is leaner, stronger, and 
more efficient – even while we’ve expanded 
programs for our students,” says district 
treasurer Michele E. Mills. “While many of 
our neighbors struggle financially and have 
been downgraded by Moody’s, we have 
maintained strong financial management 
of the schools under the leadership of 
(Superintendent) Dr. Markwardt and our 
Board of Education.”

Voters originally approved a $15.75 million 
bond issue in 2002 to build a new 
Beachwood Middle School. The district 
refinanced bonds in 2007, saving the 
community $247,906 for the years 2017-
2022. The district’s total savings for the 
community from these two recent refinances 
is expected to exceed $473,000.

Beachwood Community Reads Together is a new community project to promote literacy in 
Beachwood. Please email us pictures of your children reading in a cozy spot at home, siblings 
reading together, relatives reading to children, friends and neighbors reading together, to 
photos@beachwoodschools.org. Please include the names and grades of the children, and 
names of any adults in the photos. Photos are posted on the district’s web site and Facebook 
page.   Pictured below, fourth graders Lorenzo Tovance, Jack McPhillips and Zachary Kaufman 
enjoy a book together at school.

Best Delegate (Gavel Award): Caroline Stern, Graham Atherton, Graham Gobieski

Outstanding Delegate: Jake Lowenkamp, Danny Sheridan, Scott Arkin, Reid Gobieski, 
and David Kaye

Honorable Mention: Gordon Hong, Kyra Reu, Ian Mitchell, Rachel Skwerer, Toni Nicolas, 
Alex Glassman, Daniel Rodriguez, Tamir Yankevich, Henry Grasso, Abby Ordillas

Three BHS Students Earn ‘Best Delegate’ Honors

Friends of the Beachwood Orchestra raised 
money at its Nov. 11th Whirlyball fundraiser to 
provide music camp scholarships, subsidize 
next year’s BHS orchestra trip to Italy, invite 
guest clinicians to work with all grades, defray 
costs for BMS students to attend a contest at 
Cedar Point, and provide scholarships for a 
graduating senior. Pictured at right, fifth grader 
Andrew Belleli plays the violin at the fundraiser.

District Refinances BMS 
Bonds to Save Money

FOBO Holds Successful Orchestra Fundraiser Beachwood Community Reads Together

An impressive 18 members of 
Beachwood High School’s Junior 
Council on World Affairs team 
earned honors at the 32nd 
annual Virginia Model United 
Nations, which was held Nov. 2-4, 
at the University of Virginia in 
Charlottesville, Va. Three students 
earned a ‘Best Delegate’ gavel, 
while five more students earned 
‘Outstanding Delegate’ honors, 
and 10 students were ‘Honorable 
Mention.’ It was one of the most 
impressive performances by a 
Beachwood delegation during 
the past 11 years, according to 
co-advisors Evan Luzar and 
Melissa Buddenhagen.

 Pictured above, first 
grader Madison 
Torbert 

Pictured at left, 
Colin Varga and 
Ben Desatnik
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